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Social Capital has been shown to extend collective well being in 
a variety of ways. The quantity and quality of social capital plays a 
crucial role in a community’s resilience; its ability to solve problems, 
act for the future and participate in decision making. Social Capital 
and Community Resilience will focus on practical examples of this, 
using a number of national and international case studies.  

Speakers
Dr Manfred Hellrigl is Programme Director at the O!ce 
for Future Related Issues (OFRI), a policy unit in North 
West Austria.Since 1997, OFRI has worked on sustainable 
development, environmental issues, civil society 
engagement and a health and wellbeing agenda.
OFRI has set up a signi"cant number of successful 
and innovative initiatives, one of which is based in a 
small rural town in the Austrian Alps.Despite economic 
pressures, the town has prospered through the use of 
social capital and won many national and international 
awards.Manfred will give some insights about how this 
change happened and what lessons can be learned.

Fiona Malcolm is Head of Investment and Growth 
in the Scottish Government Third Sector Division. 
The Division’s overarching objective is to secure the 
development of an innovative, sustainable and inclusive 
Third Sector which supports communities to be more 
cohesive, and also contributes to high quality public 
services and increased sustainable economic growth. 
Fiona previously worked for Communities Scotland and 
the Scottish Enterprise network. 

Toby Johns has been policy advisor in Central 
Government departments and agencies, most recently 
in the O!ce of the Thrid Sector in the Cabinet O!ce 
in London. He has also been Director of the Baring 
Foundation, a leading charitable foundation. He is 
currently CEO of The Pool, a new social enterprise 
delivering expertise by social enterprises to social 
enterprises.

Colin Campbell is Executive Director of Assist Social 
Capital, a UK based social enterprise which aims to 
bring people together who are trying to develop 
communities, using the social capital concept.Colin has 
worked in this "eld since 2002 and will give a Scottish 
perspective of social capital in action.

Seminars
‘Seeing ourselves as others see us’ – Lorna Watt
In 1998, ‘Here We Are’ was founded in the rural 
community of Cairndow in Argyll. HWA’s purpose was to 
empower the community and bridge the gaps through 
the use of social capital. The presentation will explore 
how much impact this has made on HWA and the 
community (the "rst in Scotland to own a biomass plant) 
and ask are they now more resilient?

‘Thornlie Primary School: Harmonia’ – David Hughes 
Faced with a number of serious social and economic 
challenges, the pupils of this small school in North 
Lanarkshire embarked on a project to link up with 
a Georgian village school and orphanage.Their 
inspirational Head Teacher, David Hughes (ably helped 
by some of the pupils) will look at how these global links 
have begun to inspire good citizenship, social enterprise 
and personal pupil resilience.

‘Building wooden capital’ – Nigel Lowthrop
Hill Holt Wood, was once a declining oak woodland but 
is now enjoying a remarkable revival through an award 
winning community controlled environmental business 
that also acts as a centre of learning for at-risk, excluded 
and unemployed young people. The presentation will 
examine the web of interactions around Hill Holt Wood 
that have enabled it to in#uence at local, regional and 
national levels in a range of expertise based on co-
operative trust partnerships. 



‘Resilience and the role of Social Capital: A revisit 
study of two forest communities in Vidarbha Region 
of Maharashtra State, India’ – Deepshikha Mehra
By comparing social capital in two forest communities in 
central India, one traditional the other non-traditional, 
at two points in time, this presentation will explore what 
factors help build resilience and how it can be sustained.

‘Social Capital and the Increase of Community 
Wellbeing: A Review of Some Practical Experiences in 
Rural Brazil’ – Claudia Andreoli Galvao
Despite its vast natural resources and economic wealth, 
Brazil has an overwhelmingly poor population facing 
alarming inequalities. This presentation focuses on 
one case study of a rural association to demonstrate 
the connection between social capital and community 
empowerment to cope with adversity and enhance 
collective wellbeing. 

‘Women Entrepreneurs Program: Mendoza, 
Argentina’ – Osvaldo Ellisechte
In 2001,  Argentina faced a catastrophic economic, 
political and constitutional crisis.  A year later,  the 
poverty rate peaked at 58%, a$ecting those who had 
never faced poverty before.  These changes challenged 
not just the economic viability of households, but also 
the role of families.  This presentation will look at the 
e$ects of a program promoting women-led, community 
based initiatives and how they have encouraged good 
citizenship, empowerment and economic recovery.

‘Canal Revitalisation and Social Capital, Thailand’ 
– Dr Tangon Munjaiton
Expanding urbanisation of the Saphansoong District in 
Bangkok had led in part to the local canals becoming 
blocked and polluted.  Commercial and social activity 
around the canals dwindled and locals felt the problem 
was not theirs and unsolvable.  Dr Munjaiton will 
explore how the community was encouraged to tackle 
the problem collectively, and how the resulting clean up 
brought about changes in the community’s relationship 
amongst its own members and those ‘outside’. 

‘Social Capital, Community Resilience, and Collective 
E!cacy:  The Brookview Neighborhood Case’ 
– Cynthia Ganote  
Brookview is a predominantly African-American working 
class neighbourhood in a mid sized southern US  city.  
This presentation will explore how its citizens are using 
social capital to "ght crime, but also how the di$erent 
social and economic background of its citizens a$ect 
their resourcefulness, persistence and courage and their 
willingness to engage in collective action. How do these 
di$erences inform the practical use of social capital to 
help communities?

‘Social capital and community resilience in resource 
poor rural women’ – Dr Raghu Prasad
This presentation examines the results of a study of 
resource poor rural women engaged in mushroom 
cultivation, using agricultural waste in the Karnataka 
region of India.  The self help groups that were formed     
have shown a signi"cant increase in the stock and 
the use of social capital and have sparked much more 
commercial and social activity amongst the female 
members.  This study shows that by working together, 
the members are much less exposed to market risks, 
production constraints and outside exploitation.  

Seminars con.



Programme

Social Capital & Community Resilience
– Assist Social Capital Conference 2009

9.30-10.00  Registration

10.00-10.15   Welcome
 A Scottish Perspective
 – Colin Campbell, Executive Director, Assist Social Capital

10.15-11.00   Life worth living
 – Manfred Hellrigl, Programme Director, 
 O!ce For Future Related Issues, Austria  
 Question and answer session.

11.00-11.20  Break

11.20-12.30  Social Capital and Community Resilience – Seminar 1

12.30-1.30  Lunch

1.30-2.40  Social Capital and Community Resilience – Seminar 2

2.40-3.00  Break

3.00-3.20   Social Capital and Community Empowerment
 – Fiona Malcolm 

3.20-3.40  Social Capital and Community Resilience
 – Toby Johns 

3.40-4.00  Question and Answer session

4.00-4.30  ‘Harmonia’ Madge Bray
    Singing by Thornlie Primary School

4.30  Close

www.social-capital.net



Registration Form 
Social Capital & Community Resilience 
– Assist Social Capital Conference 2009
(If completing this form by hand please use BLOCK capitals)

Please return completed booking form along with payment to: 
Assist Social Capital, 54 Manor Place, Edinburgh EH3 7EH
Tel: (0044) 131 220 4104     Fax: 0131 539 9999     Email: conference@social-capital.net

SECTION 1 " PERSONAL DETAILS

Title:    Forename:    Surname: 

Address:    Work place: 

  Job title:  

 Telephone: 

Postcode:  E-mail address:  

SECTION 2 " CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

Delegate Booking Fees (Early Bird pre 1st May 2009)
Please tick boxes
 Early Bird Full Cost
Individuals / SMEs / Social Economy  £50    £90  
 Early Bird Full Cost
Statutory agencies / companies  £120    £180  
Members Reductions Required   30%  

Breakout Session Choice (see Programme)
 Session 1  Session 2
Breakout 1          
Breakout 2          
Breakout 3        
Breakout 4        
Breakout 5        
Breakout 6        
Breakout 7        

Delegate requirements (e.g. dietary needs / access needs):

SECTION 3 " PAYMENT FORM

Total to pay (GBP):           Method of Payment:   
I enclose a cheque for £   payable to ‘Assist Social Capital ‘
If you require an invoice, please complete details below:
Name of organisation/institution: 
Finance contact name: 
Invoice Address: 

Tel (with area code):  Fax:     Purchase order number:  

Deadline for bookings is 2nd June 2009

IMPORTANT NOTES

DEADLINE FOR EARLY BIRD BOOKINGS –  All forms must be 
received no later than 1st May 2009. 

Bookings will be accepted and con"rmed only when full payment 
has been received. Invoices can be produced if necessary. 

Members of Assist Social Capital are eligible for a 30% discount. If 
you are not currently a member but wish to join, subscription rates 
are as follows: individual £10, social economy organisations £25, 
other £50. Please submit a separate email applying for
membership form with your booking – available on
www.social-capital.net

Unless speci"ed, the name given will be used for the delegate 
badges and attendees list. If you DO NOT wish your name, email 
address and a!liation to appear in the list, please tick this box 

On receipt of your booking form and payment we will send you 
an email to con#rm your registration.


